j\c£ffne j.-<(isfi&et/i(E jttxff? jjiiwin, testamur, Samueli Johnson, Arnn'gero1 ob egregimn scriptorttm elegantiani et nti/ita(ent% graliam concessam fiiisse pro grnriii Dwioratfls hi u I rogue Jure> octavo die Ju/ft\ Anno Domini millcsimo septingentesimo sexagesimo-qmnio. In cujus ret iestimonium singulorum manns et sigUlttm quo in hi see uthmtr appowlmm; vieeshno terito die Julii, Anno Domini millcsimo septingcntcsimo sexagesimo-guinlo.
'Gui,. CLKMKNT,      FKAN. ANDRKWS.     R. MURRAY.
'Tuo. WILSON.               Praps.              Roui«* LAW.
'Tuo. INLAND.                                      Micu. KEARNEY.'
This unsolicited mark of distinction, conferred on so great a literary character, did much honour to the judgement and liberal spirit of that learned body. Johnson acknowledged the favour in a letter to Dr. Leland, one of their number ; but I have not been able to obtain a copy of it3.
Me appears this year to have been scixcd with a temporary fit of ambition, for he had thoughts both of studying law and of engaging in politics. His ' Prayer before the Study of Law' is truly admirable : —
'Sept. 26, 1765-
'Almighty GOD, the giver of wisdom, without whose help resolutions arc vain, without whose blessing study is ineffectual; enable me, if it be thy will, to attain such knowledge as may qualify me to direct the doubtful, and instruct the ignorant; to prevent wrongs and terminate contentions; jind grant that I may use that knowledge which I shall attain, to thy glory and my own salvation, for JESUS CHRIST'S sake. h men V
His prayer in the view of becoming a politician is entitled,
'Engaging in POLITICKS with H---------n,' no doubt his friend, the
Right Honourable William Gerard Hamilton4, for whom, during
or Irish doctorate cannot be obtained     time that it made him  Doctor of
by a very young man,' he continues :     Laws.
—Mt is reasonable to suppose ...         ° See Appendix D for tin's lettfrr. that he who is by age qualified to he        3 Pt: andMed. p. 66.   BoswKl.l.. a doctor, h.is in so much time gained         4 Single-speech  Hamilton, as   he
learning sufficient not to disgrace the     was commonly called, though in the
title, or wit sufficient not to desire     Mouse of Commons lie had spoken
St.'                                                        more than once.   For above thirty
1 Trinity   College   made   him,  it     sessions together, however, he held
should seem, Arwigcr at the same     his tongue.   Prior's Burke, p. 67.
a longn of the Abi'ittgwfnt <if ln'\-J)icti't>naiy, jxittlhluul in 17^/1, be i» Hiylnl Sanuicl Jdhnmni, A.M. In Im /.ives nftht J'Mtx 1m ri»IU liini-.r|f «tiiill»ly S;unui:l Johnson. Hi- h.id by dial time risen almvr ili^rrri. In his Journey in f/ie /MrM'x (ll'i'ttt, i.x. i.|),after ataiiii); llnti 'An |-ji|di>>lilub, before they thought of a new election.'
